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BRIXHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1939 

PREFACE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors o 
Mto  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  District  during  1959o 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

There  was  an  overall  increase  of  230  persons  during  1959  bringing  the 
estimated  population  to  9*6 10  persons,  in  spite  of  deaths  exceeding  births  by 
11  people o Hence  24l  people  are  estimated  to  have  moved  into  the  District o 
This  is  just  over  double  the  inward  migration  for  the  previous  year,  and  could 
indicate  the  degree  of  new  housing  development  in  the  areso 

Birth  Rate 

The  number  of  births  increased  slightly  to  132  which  is  4 more  than  during 

the  previous  yearo  The  Standardised  birth  rate  was  l4o28  as  compared  with  the 

National  Average  of  16® 5 per  thousand  populationo 

Death  Rate 

There  were  143  deaths,  giving  a Standardised  death  rate  of  12o79  per 
thousfioido  This  is  slightly  above  the  figure  for  the  whole  Country  of  11  o6  per 
thousand . 

Disease  of  the  heart  and  circulation  amounting  to  75  cases  accounted  for 

52SI^  of  the  deaths  o Cancer  caused  21%  of  the  deaths  o Only  one  child  died  under 

the  age  of  one  year  from  a cause  which  is  usually  avoidable o 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

Mention  is  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  in  Section  C of  this 
Report  of  inadequate  facilities  in  the  Public  Health  Department o The  Council 
did  consider  proposed  improvements,  but  the  scheme  appears  to  remain  in 
abeyance*  The  accommodation  and  staffing  of  the  department  has  remained  practically 
unchanged  for  over  20  years  in  spite  of  the  town’’s  rapid  and  continuing 
increase  in  size* 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Siispected  Food  Poisoning 

One  womeui  became  violently  ill  shortly  after  eating  a salad  which  contained 
crab  meat  four  days  oldo 

Arising  from  this  incident  local  caterers  were  advised  that  because  crab  meat 
(especially  the  white  meat)  automatically  contains  a very  large  number  of  germs 
it  should  not  be  eaten  more  than  two  days  after  it  is  cooked  even  if  it  has  been 
refrigerated  all  the  timeo 

Two  other  cases  of  infection  were  followed  up.  One  was  a child  on  holiday 
from  abroad  who  had  become  a carrier  of  an  unusual  strain  of  food  poisoning 
(Salmonella  bareilly),  and  the  other  was  a child  who  had  contracted  sonne  dysentery 
whilst  on  holiday  in  Wales.  Appropriate  advice  was  given  in  both  instances  and 
no  other  cases  arose. 


Tuberculosis  - prevention  and  detection 

In  March,  1959?  the  town  was  visited  by  a Mass  X-Ray  Unit  in  order  to  carry 
out  a speciad  Group  Survey.  70  people  comprising  20  men  and  50  women  were  examined: 


Group  Male  Female 

Referred  by  G.P.  1 1 

"Heaf  positive"  child  1 0 

Smsdl  firms  5 3 

Hospital  Staff  2 13 

School  Staff  10  33 

General  Public  2 0 


Total 

1 

1 

8 

15 

^3 

2 


Only  one  man  and  one  woman  were  referred  for  further  investigation.  One  was 
a healed  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  the  other  was  in  normal  health. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  19^8 


Section  4?  - Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 

The  case  of  an  elderly  lady  living  alone  in  one  room  was  investigated,  and 
it  was  decided  to  take  no  enforcement  action.  She  was  subsequently  found  in  a ■ 
dazed  state  at  the  foot  of  some  stadrs  and  was  admitted  to  Brixham  hospital. 
Meantime  her  landlord  took  possession  of  the  room  she  occupied  and  evicted  her. 
Although  no  longer  ill  she  had  to  stay  at  the  hospital  for  some  months  until 
found  suitable  alternative  accommodation  by  the  Devon  County  Council  Welfare 
Department . 


- 6 - 


One  elderly  gentleman  living  alone  was  persuaded  to  voluntarily  enter 
an  old  people’s  home. 

Section  30  ” Burial  of  the  dead 

In  March,  1959?  the  police  reported  finding  a body  in  the  outer  harbo\ir. 

The  corpse  was  identified,  but  as  there  were  no  known  relatives  the  Council 
arranged  buriaQ.  in  accordance  with  Section  50  of  the  above  Act. 

OLD  PEOPLE’S  WELFARE 

I wish  to  draw  attention  to  the  excellent  work  for  old  people  carried 
out  locally  by  an  enthusiastic  team  of  voluntary  workers.  Their  work  is 
likely  to  become  more  arduous  as  the  size  of  Brixham  increases  especially  if 
large  numbers  of  elderly  folk  settle  in  the  area.  A summaury  of  services 
available  for  old  people  is  given  in  Section  B of  this  report. 

MOBILE  CAMPING 

During  the  peak  of  the  holiday  season  it  was  estimated  there  were  about 
500  campers  on  the  roadside  or  at  car  parks  in  the  District.  Camping  took  place 
chiefly  along  the  County  Council  maintained  roads  especially  where  wide  verges 
existed  which  were  not  too  high  or  traversed  frequently  by  drainage  ditches. 

One  solution  to  this  problem  might  be  adequate  provision  of  suitable 
alternative  sites  equipped  with  drinking  water,  proper  sanitation  and  refuse 
disposal  facilities,  coupled  with  engineering  works  designed  to  make  road 
margins  too  high  or  awkward  for  cars  to  park  there.  The  fouling  of  hedges  and 
ditches  with  human  excrement  and  rubbish  from  these  campers  with  its  consequent 
danger  to  public  health,  could  then  be  avoided. 

NEW  SEWERAGE  SCHEME 


I am  indebted  to  John  H.  Hadste  & Partners,  Chartered  Civil  Engineers  for 
permission  to  reproduce  the  following  extracts  from  their  Report  on  the  above 
scheme  which  was  begun  early  in  1957  and  finally  completed  in  May,  1959c 

"The  town  of  Brixham  has  grown  up  around  the  harbour  formed  at 
the  common  estuary  of  the  two  streams  which  drain  the  valleys  to  the 
east  and  south-east,  the  former  from  the  direction  of  Churston  Ferrers 
on  the  Paignton  Road  and  the  latter  from  Hillhead  on  the  Kingswear  Road." 

"These  streams  have  been  diverted  and  culverted  during  the  develop- 
ment of  the  town.  The  main  outfall  is  now  in  the  Outer  Harbour  near  the 
Yacht  Club,  and  relief  pipes  which  operate  after  heavy  storms  have  been 
provided  discharging  under  the  Strand  to  the  Inner  Hairbour." 
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•'The  sewers  deailiiig  with  the  road,  roof  and  household  waste  water  in 
the  town  were  connected  to  the  culvert  system  at  niamerous  points,  the 
only  exceptions  being  those  serving  the  Berry  Head  Road  Area  for  which 
separate  outfalls  on  the  foreshore  were  provided  at  Breakwater  Beach 
and  Shoalstone  Point o" 

"With  the  widespread  iise  of  water“borne  sanitation,  the  growth 
in  population  and  the  increasing  popularity  of  the  town  as  a 
holiday  resort,  these  discharges  were  obviously  not  suitably  sited 
and  an  alternative  means  of  disposal  of  the  sewage  was  considered 
necessairyo " 

"The  Urban  District  Council  of  Paignton  dealt  with  a similar 
problem  in  the  years  before  the  last  war  by  constructing  an  outfall 
sewer  in  tunnel  under  the  southern  part  of  Brixham,  leading  to  a 
sea  outfall  near  Mag  Rock  East  of  Sharkham  Point,  about  one  mile 
south  of  Berry  Head  and  outside,  of  Torbayo" 

"The  Brixham  Urban  District  Council  concluded  an  agreement  with 
the  Paignton  Council  in  193^ » which  set  out  terms  under  which  the 
sewage  from  Brixham  was  to  be  accepted  into  the  Paignton  outfall  sewer., 

The  maximum  quantity  of  sewage  to  be  discharged  was  based  on  the 
population  of  Brixham,  proper  provision  being  made  for  the  disintegration 
of  the  solids  and  half-yearly  payments  to  be  made  to  the  Paignton  Council 
in  respect  of  the  reservation  and  xise  of  their  sewero  The  siting  of  this 
sewer  rendered  duplica.tion  pointless  and  a sharing  agreement  was  of 
financial  benefit  to  both  councilso" 

"A  scheme  was  accordingly  prepared  by  Messrso  Silcock  and  Simpson, 
Consulting  Engineers  to  the  Brixham  Council,  for  the  diversion  of  as 
much  of  the  foul  flow  in  the  sewers  as  was  considered  practicable  to  a 
new  sewer  system  discharging  through  screening  and  disintegrating  plant  v . 
to  the  Paignton  Outfallo" 

"The  Disintegrator  Station  sited  at  the  rear  of  the  Ambulance  Depot 
in  Bolton  Street,  is  ^ fto  deep,  access  from  the  surface  building  to  the 
motor  floor  being  by  means  of  a 30  fto  steel  stsdrcaseo  Beneath  this 
floor  the  sewage  is  forced  to  rise  through  screens  with  ^ inso  openings, 
the  retained  solid  matter  being  periadically  drawn  from  underneath  these 

through  a Gargantua  disintegrator  which  macerates  the  solids  and  returns 

them  to  the  flow  on  the  outfsill  side  of  the  screenso  Thence  the  sewage 
flows  through  a measuring  flume  which  operates  a continuously  recording 
instrument  in  the  motor  room,  before  entering  the  final  length  of  sewer* 

A by-pass  to  the  main  screens,  also  protected  by  a screen,  and  a^ large 
controlling  penstock  are  also  provided*" 

This  comprehensive  scheme  has  practically  eliminated  fouling  of  the .waters 

of  the  harbour  by  town  sewage*  However  a small  number  of  properties  and  business 
premises  are  still  connected  directly  to  the  culverted  stream  which  discheirges 
into  the  outer  harbour*  These  properties  are  chiefly  along  part  of  the  northern 
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side  of  Fore  Street  and  were  left  out  of  the  new  main  drainage  scheme  for 
economic  reasons o In  addition  one  or  two  individual  properties  still 
discharge  sewage  directly  into  the  outer  harbour  off  Freshwater  Quarry, 
and  a set  of  public  conveniences  discharges  effluent  into  Torbay  off 
Breakwater  Beach o 

On  the  other  hand  effluent  from  the  public  conveniences,  and  the  old 
coastguard  cottages  at  Shoalstone  is  now  collected  into  a pit  and  is  pumped 
up  into  the  main  sewer;  and  negotiations  for  satisfactorily  dealing  with 
a nearby  privately  owned  crude  sewage  outfaill  into  the  sea,  have  taken  places 

Mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  report  of  new  public  conveniences  at 
Fishcombe  erected  to  replace  an  inadequate  and  inefficient  set  of  lavatories. 

Occasional  flooding  from  existing  sewers 

Inevitably  an  a result  of  rapid  development  of  housing  in  Higher  Brixham 
certain  of  the  older  sewers  into  which  the  new  drains  discharge  become  over- 
loaded. The  foul  drainage  is  chiefly  a combined  system,  there  being  no 
separate  storm  water  sewers.  Some  of  the  new  housing  development  has  a 
jartisG-ly  separate  system  of  drainage  whereby  half  the  volume  of  rain  water 
from  the  roofs  enters  the  foul  sewers  and  the  other  half  discharges  to 
soakawegrso  However  the  rapid  growth  of  housing  development,  particularly 
in  Higher  Brixham  has  outstripped  the  existing  sewer  capacities  lower 
down  in  the  town,  so  that  after  heavy  rainfall  the  sewer  in  Greenswood  Road 
becomes  overloaded  resulting  in  flooding  in  the  Horsep)ool  and  Knick-Knack 
Lane  areas.  Because  of  this  the  Council  has  caused  a scheme  to  be  drawn  up 
for  larger  sewers,  and  additional  storm  water  overflows.  This  has  received 
agreement  in  principle  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  (summer  1960)  details  are  being 
worked  out  with  a view  to  obtaining  tenders  for  the  work.  The  proposed 
larger  sewers  should  relieve  flooding  in  the  areas  mentioned  above,  and  the 
scheme  will  taike  into  account  future  housing  development  which  is  envisaged 
in  Higher  Brixham  up  as  far  as  Billhead. 


PROPOSED  COUNTY  BOROUGH 


During  the  year  negotiations  took  place  between  a group  of  local 
authorities  to  consider  the  formation  of  a Torbay  County  Borough. 

Brixham  Council  decided  to  supp)ort  the  proposals.  At  the  time  of  writing 
this  report  the  decision  of  the  Royal  Commission  is  awaited. 
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In  conclusion  I would  once  again  like  to  thank  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  my  Council  Colleagues  for  their  help  and  guidance  during  the  year, 
particularly  Mto  Durham-Watson,  Public  Health  Inspector,  who  has  helped  to 
compile  this  report » 


JOHN  WILDMAN 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


September,  196O0 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  - STAFF 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


John  Ho  WILDMAN,  MoRoCoSo,  LoRoCoP.,  DoPoHo 


(Lond) o 


Local  Office 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Brixhamo  Telephones  Brixham  2206  Extn. 
Central  Office  - Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Public  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Offices,  Oldway,  Paignton* 

Telephones  OFFICE  Paignton  82214 
Home  Brixham  5113 

Medical  Officer's  Clerks  Mrso  S*  Beaumont,  Public  Health  Dept*, 
Municipal  Offices,  Oldway,  Paigntono  Telephone  82214  Extn*  59» 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


M.  DURHAM-WATSON,  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Foods o 

Housing  Maneigero 

Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  & Explosiwe  Acts* 
Inspector  under  the  Shops  8e  Factory  Acts* 

Inspector  for  the  Ripaa:'ian  Health  Area  of 
Brixham* 

Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Brixham.  Telephones  Brixham  2206* 

Clerk  (part-time)  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  Mrs*  S*  Michelmoreo 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  session  1959/60  was 
Councillor  NoJ*  Lidstone,  edso  on  the  Committee  were  Councillors  Mrs*  AoM*Park,J.P«, 
Mrs.  E.AoGreig,  Miss  M.  Davies,  W.S.  Dart  and  C.M.  Ashford,  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Council,  Councillor  F.P.  Lee,  J.Po,  C.C* 


SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS  1939 


( Table  1 ) 


( Figures  for  1958  are  shown  in  brackets  ) 


POPULATION: 


Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  of  Brixham  Urban  District 


9,610  (9,380) 

lC 

Natural  increase  or  decrease  000  ...  - 11  (-18) 

Migration  in  or  out  0.0  -f  2^1  (+II8) 

Total  Increase  or  decrease  •••  •••  + 230  (+100) 

GENERAL  STATISTICS: 

Area  1 n Acres  see  o*o  <>  • o 000  3,626 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books  (31st  March) 


3,^34  (3,4i4) 


Number  of  Houses  per  acre 
Number  of  Persons  per  acre 
Number  of  Persons  per  house 


o • • 

000 

000 


000 

o o • 

• • o 


006 

1o7 

2o7 


Rateable  Value  of  District  (31st  December,  1959)  £143,788 


Estimated  penny  Rate  Product  1959/60  £575 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS  1939 


( Table  2 ) 


( Figxires  for  1958 

are 

shown  in  brackets 

) 

BIRTHS 

Standardised  Live  Birth  Rate 

per  1 

,000  population 

i4o28 

(15.1) 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

for 

Births  o o o 

1,04 

( 1.11) 

Number  of  Live  Births 

- 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

62 

70 

132 

Legitimate 

60 

66 

126 

Illegitimate 

2 

4 

6 

Number  of  Still  Births 

0 

0 

0 

DEATHS 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1 

a 000  population 

12o79 

(12,2) 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

for 

Deaths  o o 

o 

Oo86 

( 0.79) 

Number  of  Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

All  Ages  - Total 

72 

71 

143 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 yro 

0 

1 

1 

Number  xmder  k weeks  of  age 

0 

0 

0 

Number  under  1 week  of  age 

0 

0 

0 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

Live 

Births 

7o5 

COMPARISON  WITH  RATES  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

BIRTH  RATES  l6o5  (l6o4)  DEATH  RATE;  11o6  (Ho?) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  22o0  (22o5) 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES;  Cases  Notified  During  1959 


TABLE  1 


DISEASE  TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever  5 

Measles  2 

Suspected  Food  Poisoning  1 

Tuberculosis  (Lungs)  0 

Tuberculosis  (Other)  1 


Age  Group  in  Years 


Under 

1 1-  5- 

0 1 3 

0 1 1 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 


Over 


15-  25-  “55 

0 1 0 

0 0 0 

0 10 

0 0 0 

0 1 0 


TABLE  2 


DISEASE  TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever  5 

Measles  2 

Suspected  Food  Poisoning  1 

Tuberculosis  (Lungs)  0 

Tuberculosis  (Other)  1 


1st 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Incidence  by  Quarters 


2nd  3rd  4th 

0 0 4 

2 0 0 

1 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 10 


CARRIERS  OF  INFECTION 


The  undermentioned  ceirriers  were  notified  and  were  followed  up:- 


Case  Disease  Carried 

One  boy  age  2 years 
One  girl  age  2 years 


- 14  - 


Salmonella  bareilly 
Sonne  Dysentery 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

35 

36 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 


F 

71 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

0 

1 

17 

7 

0 

14 

3 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1959 


ALL  CAUSES  <>*•  » » • «*•  ««o 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

Tuberculosis,  other ... 

Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  infections  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ..  ..o  ... 

Me^isles  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 
Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach  ... 

" ” lung,  bronchus 

•’  " breast 

" ” uterus  o . o 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .o. 

Dxabetes  o.o  o..  ...  ..o  .. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  .o. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . . . , 

Influenza  ...  ...  .o.  ...  .. 

Pneumonxa  ...  .o.  ...  ..o  .. 

Hronchxtxs  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodeniim  ... 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .. 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ...  . . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  . . . « . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .. 
Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

All  other  accidents  ...  ... 

Suicide  ...  ...  ..®  .•«>  •• 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 


• • 

• e 

• o 

• • 

• • 

e • 

« • 

o c 

o o 

o o 

a a 

a a 

a a 

a o 

• O 

o a 

a a 

a a 

• a 

a a 

a a 

o o 
o a 

a o 

a a 

a o 

a a 

a a 

a o 

• a 


Still  Hirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age 

»’  •'  one  week  to  four  weeks  of  age 

*»  ” four  weeks  to  one  year  of  age 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  BRIXHAM 
LABORATORY  SERVICE 


Laboratory  facilities  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  pathological 
specimens,  samples  of  milk,  water,  ice  cream  and  shell  fish,  are  provided  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  at  Bradninch  Place,  Gandy  Street,  Exetero 
(Telephone:  Exeter  5^959) » 

In  emergency,  certain  (medical)  specimens  can  be  examined  at  the  Laboratory 
of  the  Torbay  Hospital,  Torquayo 

The  chemiced  analysis  of  water  and  other  samples  is  undertaken  by  Messrs# 
Tickle  and  Reynolds,  Public  Analysts,  83/84  Queen  Street,  Exeter# 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  following  are  some  of  the  County  Council  Services,  provided  in  accordance 
with  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  Full  details  can  be  obtained  from 
the  County  Medical  Officer,  45,  St#  Davids  Hill,  Exeter# 

Home  and  Domestic  Help 

This  Service  aims  to  provide  essential  domestic  help  in  cases  of  maternity, 
sickness,  convalescence,  old  age  and  infirmity,  or  in  any  emergency  in  a house- 
hold due  to  illness.  The  Service  is  not  free,  but  householders,  if  unable  to 
pay  the  full  charges,  are  assessed  according  to  their  means# 

The  Home  Help  Organiser  for  the  District  is  Mrs#  MoR#  Powell,  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service,  The  Scala  Hall,  Market  Street,  Brixham  (Saturdays  10  a.m#  - 
1 p.m#)  Telephone:  Churston  8l423o 

Home  Nursing,  Midwifery,  Health  Visiting  guid  Welfare  Centre 

There  are  3 Nurses  and  1 Health  Visitor#  A Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held 
at  the  New  Clinic,  Greenswood  Road,  Brixham,  on  Tuesday  afternoons# 

(Telephone:  Brixh^  3374)# 

Ambulance  Service 

This  is  imder  the  general  direction  of  the  County  Medical  Officer#  The 
Brixham  Ambulance  Station  (Telephone:  Brixham  30^5)  is  close  to  the  Fire 
Station  in  Bolton  Street# 

Except  in  emergency  an  ambulance  should  be  ordered  by  a Medical 
Practitioner# 
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Mental  Health 


Arrangements  for  mental  treatment  on  the  recommendation  of  a Medical 
Practitioner  are  made  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers,  Miss  0,Fo  Evans 
amd  Mto  WoJ»  Gliddon,  Central  Clinic,  14,  Midvale  Road,  Paignton., 
(Telephones  Paignton  59132). 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


The  Brixham  Hospital  has  23  beds,  18  of  which  are  general  medical  and 
surgical;  smd  3 maternity;  and  is  managed  by  the  Torquay  Hospitail 
Management  Committee.  The  District  is  also  served  by  the  Torbay  Hospital, 
Torquay. 

GENERAL  PRACTITIONER  MEDICAL  SERVICES 


There  are  seven  Doctors  in  Practice  at  Brixham. 
DENTAL  DERVICE 


There  are  two  Dentists  in  Practice  at  Brixham. 

OLD  PEOPLE’S  WELFARE 

A Good  Companions  Club  meets  on  Fridays  at  the  Constitutional  Hall. 

They  have  a membership  of  65,  and  an  average  attendance  of  45.  Organised 
entertainments  and  social  activities  take  place. 

Friendly  Visiting  Committee 

About  80  housebound  elderly  people  were  visited  by  34  visitors  during 
1959/60.  Enquiries  should  be  made  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  Miss  R.  St.  George, 
"Kew*’,  Hillside  Road,  Brixham.  Telephones  Brixham  3285. 

There  is  also  a Chiropody  Service;  and  a few  invalid  chairs  are 
available  on  loan. 

Laywell  Old  People’s  Home,  opened  in  February,  1959,  and  caters  for 
26  residents. 


MORTUARY 

There  is  a Public  Mortuary  adjoining  the  Ambulance  Station  in  Bolton 
Street. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITAEI  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


I am  indebted  to  the  Council ®b  Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer, 

Mto  Po  Thompson,  AoMo loMunoEo , for  the  following  information  concerning  Water, 
Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Refuse  Disposal » 


WATER  SUPPLY 

PUBLIC  Source  of  Supply 

A bulk  supply  of  Moorland  Water  is  obtained  from  Paignton  Urban  District 
Council,  and  this  is  augmented  from  the  Laywell  Spring  situated  in  Hi^er 
Brixhamo 

There  are  three  service  reservoirs,  at  Billhead,  Alston  and  Laywell <>  The 
Laywell  reservoir  supplies  the  low  level  eurea  of  the  town  and  Billhead  and  Alston 
reservoirs  the  higher  parts  of  the  towno 

Quantity 

During  1959  the  supply  was  adequate o The  following  table  summarises  the 
situation  in  1959  and  1958s~ 


Rainfall  (inches) 

Purchase  of  Water  from  PoUoDoCo 
(Billhead  & Alston  Reservoirs) 

Laywell  Spring  suid  Reservoir 

(a)  Reservoir  supply  to 
low  level  area  of  town* 

(b)  Pumping  of  surplus  water 
to  higher  level  system. 


1959 

46  inches 

Gallons 

106,409,000 


44.232.000 

31.375.000 


1958 

42o12  inches 
Gallons 

130,237,000 


53.307.000 

21.282.000 


During  1959  the  highest  average  yield  from  the  Laywell  Spring  was  over 
600,000  gallons  daily  in  December o The  lowest  daily  yield  was  73,000  gallons 
during  November o 
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Qiaality 

All  the  water  requires  treatment  before  issue  for  supplyo  The  water 
from  Paignton  Urban  District  Council  has  already  been  filtered  and  chlorinated 
before  delivery  at  Brixhara,  and  raw  water  from  the  Laywell  Spring  is 
chlorinated  at  the  Laywell  Reservoir. 

Bacteriological  water  samples  were  collected  from  the  public  mains  supply 
each  month,  and  the  results  showed  that  B.coli  were  absent  in  100  ml,  in  each 
sample. 

A chemical  water  sample  from  Laywell  Spring  was  examined  on  the  24th  March, 
1959i  with  the  following  re suits s- 


(a)  Physical  Examination 


Temperature  at  Soxirce 

Colour 

Appearance 

Taste 

Smell 


12.5°C 

Slight  green  Tint 

Clear 

Natural 

None 


(b)  General  Chemical  Examination  (Parts  per  million) 


Free  Carbon  Dioxide  as  CO^  l6.0 

Ammon jacal  Nitrogen  as  N 0,012 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  as  N 0,041 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  as  N 0 

Nitric  Nitrogen  as  N 4,8 

Hardness  as  CaCO, 

t> 

Total  272,0 

Temporary  2l6 , 0 

Permanent  56,0 

Permanganate  Figure (4  hrs,  80*^F  as  0)  0.45 

Alkalinity  as  CaCO^  2l6,0 

Total  Solids  355 *0 

Reaction  pH  7o4 

(c)  Mineral  Analysis  (Parts  per  million) 

Calcium  as  Ca  94.3 

Magnesiijm  as  Mg  9*5 

Sodium  as  Na  l8.6 

Carbonate  as  C0_( including  free  CO  ) 276,0 

Sulphate  as  SO^  32,0 

Chloride  as  Cl  35 oO 

Nitrate  as  NO^  21,2 

Iron  0 

Fluoride  as  F 0,22 


(The  fluorine  was  determined  using  a distillation  method  from  perchloric  acid) 
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PRIVATE  Sources  of  Supply 


There  are  nearly  70  properties  served  by  private  sources  of  supply,  mainly 
in  that  part  of  the  Urban  District  situated  between  Southdown,  Billhead  and 
King swear o 

Private  water  supply  contaminated  by  sewage 

Formal  action  secured  the  reconstruction  of  drainage  from  one  cottage  at 
Southside,  Kingswear,  which  was  causing  pollution  to  a private  water  supply. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


New  Sewerage  Scheme 

The  scheme  to  divert  the  flow  of  sewage  from  the  outfalls  in  the  harbour 
area,  and  at  Shoalstone,  into  the  tunnel  sewer  from  Paignton  which  discharges 
into  the  English  Cheuinel,  outside  Torbay,  at  Sharkham  Point,  was  formally  opened 
in  May,  1959o 

Public  Conveniences 


The  public  conveniences  at  Fishcombe  Cove  were  rebuilt  and  opened  to  the 
public  in  August,  19599  and  proved  very  satisfactory  during  the  remaining  portion 
of  the  summer  season.  The  sewage  is  chemically  treated,  and  the  effluent  dis- 
charges to  a soakaway. 

No  progress  was  made  with  draft  proposals  for  Public  Lavatories  at  St.  Mary's 
Bay  and  near  the  Higher  Ferry  at  Bridge  Road,  Kingswear. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Household  refuse  is  collected  once  weekly  except  in  the  town  centre  where 
because  there  are  no  back  yards  there  are  two  collections  weekly. 

Trade  refuse  from  the  town  centre  is  collected  twice  weekly,  free  of 
charge. 

Sharkham  Point  Refuse  Tip 

Controlled  tipping  of  refuse  takes  place  into  an  old  quarry  situated  on  the 
Northern  slope  of  the  point  above  St.  Mary's  Bay. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 


Public  Health  Department 

Office  accommodation  is  still  totally  inadequate  and  unsuitable,  and 
consists  of  three  converted  market  shops «. 

The  department  is  still  understaffed  in  spite  of  an  authorised  increase 
of  three  hours  part-time  clerical  help  each  week*  This  still  leaves  the 
office  without  clerical  help  every  aftemoono 

Drainage  Inspections 

126  houses  and  flats  were  completed  during  the  year  and  considerable 
time  was  given  to  the  supervision  of  the  design  and  construction  of  drainage 
systemso  The  tests  and  inspections  carried  out  sire  classified  as  follows:- 


m2 


Total  number  of  drain  inspections  .»  .0  »o  <.<.  <»<.  235  1^2 
New  drainage  tested  and  found  satisfactory  •<>  ..  00  148  119 
Extensions  to  old  drains  tested  and  found  satisfactory  .0  58 


Drainage  Nuisances 

Complaints  were  again  received  of  nuisances  being  committed  by  motorists 
auid  others  at  the  roadside  along  that  part  of  Bridge  Road,  KingsweaLC  adjoining 
the  Higher  Ferry o There  are  no  public  lavatories  there,  the  nearest  one*s  being 
at  Galmpton,  Brixham  and  in  Dartmoutho  There  is  a closet  on  the  ferry  itself o 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

18  rooms  involving  7 premises,  were  treated  for  the  following  reasons s- 


Notifiable  Disease  3 


Verminous  Conditions  13 


The  following  articles  were  destroyed  by  the  Council  at  the  request  of  the 
ownerso  None  of  the  items  were  verminouso 

Mattresses  l49 


Pillows 


2 


Lifejackets  0 

Library  books  fumigated  totalled  15<» 
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Holidaiy  Population  (July  - August « 1939) 

It  is  estimated  that  12,230  visitors  were  in  Brixhara  during  the  above 
period. 


Type  of  Accommodation 

Population 

Chalets 

- 771 

3,084 

Caravans 

- 1,163 

4,652 

Tents 

- 297 

594 

Roadside 

& Car  Park  Campers 

500 

Hotel  & ; 

Boarding  Houses 

1,400 

Bed  & Breakfast  Accommodation 

2,000 

TOTAL?  12,230 


The  Camps  occupy  an  eirea  of  97o209  acres. 

Swimming  Pool 

There  is  one  sea-water  swimming  pool.  It  is  the  Shoailstone  Swimming  Pool, 
and  is  owned  by  the  Council. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  19^9 


Rodent  Control 

One  operator  is  employed,  and  works  alternate  weeks  at  Brixham  and  Dartmout 
This  arrangement  has  worked  well. 

Treatment  to  private  houses  is  free  of  charge,  but  a charge  is  made  for 
treating  business  premises. 

During  the  year  the  Rodent  Operator  carried  out  7^9  visits  in  the  District. 
A summaa*y  of  the  work  done,  based  on  the  Report  already  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  & Food,  is  tabulated  below? - 


Council 

Dwelling 

Business 

Agricul- 

TOTAL 

No.  Properties 
Inspected. 

Premises 

— Z 

Houses 

139 

Premises 

39 

tural 

0 

184 

No.  infested  with 
Rats. 

2 

67 

0 

0 

69 

No.  infested  with 
Mice. 

0 

36 

2 

0 

38 

No.  Properties 
treated. 

2 

66 

6 

0 

74 

A total  of  46  block  control  schemes  was  carried  out. 
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The  estimated  kill  is  summarised  below s 


Rats 

Mice 

Harbour  Areas 

44  Brown  2 Black 

Nil 

District  Areas 

199  Brown  Nil  Black 

117 

Sewers 

Just  over  ten  per  cent  of  the  sewers  were  treated.  No  trace  of  rats 
was  found. 


HOUSING 


Inspections 

58  houses  in  the  District  were  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  during  1959<* 

In  addition  85  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with. 

2 Legal  Notices  were  served. 

Overcrowding 

4 cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  and  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
Substandard  Housing 

2 houses  were  closed  for  humaui  habitation.  There  were  no  demolitions. 

Rent  Act,  1937 

Although  a number  of  enquiries  from  tenants  and  landlords  have  been 
dealt  with,  very  little  official  action  has  been  necessary.  One  Certificate 
was  cancelled,  after  completion  of  repair. 

Council  Housing 

Following  re-organisation  of  the  Council  House  waiting  list  at  the  beginning 
of  1959 » a much  clearer  picture  of  the  situation  emerged.  The  position  was 
much  better  than  originally  thought. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  and  Dairies 


1939  1938 


Number  of  Dairies  registered 
Niimber  of  Dealers  licenced 


2 

41 


1 

3^ 


The  Special  Designated  Milks  on  sale  in  the  area  are  Tuberculin  Tested  and 
Pasteurised.  Sterilised  milk  is  not  retailed  in  Brixham. 


Ice  Creaim 


86  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  or  storage  of  ice  cream.  There 
are  two  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

Ice  Factory 

Water  from  the  public  supply  is  now  being  used,  and  is  satisfactory. 
Meat  and  other  Foods 


Food  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  listed  below5~ 


Canned  Food  Other  Food 


Fruit 

36 

lbs. 

Beef 

0 

00 

fVJ 

lbs. 

Meats 

409 

lbs. 

Dried  Fruit 

12 

lbs. 

Vegetables 

21 

lbs.  2 

ozs. 

Cake 

3 

lbs. 

Soups 

2 

lbs.  2 

ozs. 

MEa:“garine 

1 

Ibo 

Fish 

12 

ozs. 

Jam 

99 

lbs.  4 

Instant  Coffee 

4 

ozs. 

Pickles 

3 

Bottles 

Evap.  Milk 

3 

tins. 

Apples 

2 

Boxes 

All  condemned  foodstuffs  were  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  Council’s  refuse 
tip.  « 

Meat  unfit  for  human  consimiption 

One  case  of  knackeryaxd  meat  being  sold  in  a butcher’s  shop  was  dealt  with 
during  the  year.  This  could  never  have  arisen  if  the  Meat  Staining  Regulations 
had  been  in  force.  New  Regulations  which  were  to  have  come  into  operation  in 
April,  1939*  were  cancelled  by  the  Ministry  a few  days  beforehand. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1933 

Inspections  were  carried  out  and  informal  action  in  respect  of  defects  was 
taken  at  thirteen  premises. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ACTS 


PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  & 1936 

Number  of  licences  granted  to  store  Petroleum  o » » 23 

Amount  of  Petrolem  stored  ..o  ooo  »«o  30,090  gallonso 

The  Esso  Petroleum  Company  Ltd»,  hold  a Licence  to  store  4,200,000  gallons 
of  Petroleum  Spirit,  but  no  petroleum  spirit  was  stored  during  the  yearo 


EXPLOSIVES  ACTS,  1873  & 1923 

Number  of  licences  granted  to  store  Gunpowder,  Gelignite,  Fuses  oo  2 
Number  of  licences  granted  for  the  sale  of  Ammunition  <» » o o 2 

Number  of  licences  granted  for  the  sale  of  Fireworks  .<>  oo  15 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Two  pet  shops  were  licenced  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  continued 
to  be  operated  satisfactorily o 


GAME  ACT,  1831 

Four  persons  were  licenced  to  deal  in  gameo 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950,  (SECTION  38) 

One  case  of  inadequate  sanitary  accommodation  was  dealt  witho 
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SECTION  D 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1939 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BRIXHAM 


The  following  is  a siimmary  of  information  required  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  in  respect  of  the  year  1959* 


Part  1 of  the  Act 


1 * Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  hesilth 


(i)  Factories  without  Mechanical  Powers 


(Sections  1,2,3«^  and  6) 

Number  on  Register 

000 

000  5 

Inspections 

• • • 

...  10 

Written  Notices 

• • • 

• • • 0 

Occupiers  prosecuted 

• • 0 

0*0  0 

(ii) 

Factories  with  Mechanical 

Power  s 

(section  7) 

Number  on  Register 

0*0 

0.0  58 

Inspections 

• 0 0 

000  70 

Written  Notices 

0 e 0 

0 * • 0 

Occupiers  prosecuted 

0 « • 

000  0 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  under  the  Acts 

(Section"?! 


(Electric  Stations,  Institutions,  Sites  of 
Building  Operations,  Works  of  Engineering 
Construction,  but  excluding  Outworker’s 
Premises) » 


Number  on  Register 
Inspections 
Written  Notices 
Occupiers  prosecuted  . . . 


o e o 

o o o 

• • e 

C tf  o 


19 

0 

0 

0 


2«  Cases  in  which  defects  were  founds  Nilo 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Work 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section  110 
(l)(c) 

No.  of  cases 
of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No,  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Searing)  Making 
apparel)  etc. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(7)  There  were  no  prosecutionso 


SECTION  E 


RIPARIAN  HEALTH  DISTRICT  OF  BRIXHAM,  1939  - (SUMMARISED) 

The  above  Report,  based  on  the  instructions  of  the  Minis tiT'  of  Health 
contained  in  Circular  33/52  and  16/35  and  in  Form  Port  20  was  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  in  March,  I96O0 

The  Report  stated  that  a total  of  1,33^  ships  with  a nett  tonnage  of 
428,214  tons  entered  the  area.,  These  fig'ares  do  not  include  Liners  calling 
for  Pilots, as  these  Liners  do  not  encroach  on  the  Harbour  LiraitSo  451 
vessels  came  from  foreign  ports  e.g.  Casablanca,  Antwerp,  Dunkirk,  Sto  Malo, 
Sydney,  Far  Eastern  Ports  and  Mediterranean  Portso 

Two  general  inspections  of  ships  were  carried  out© 
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12  Mariners  were  landed  at  Brixham  to  receive  medical  or  surgical  treatment 
as  summarised  below s- 


Nationality 

Dutch  (1) 

Type  of  illness  or  in.iury 

Pyrexia 

French  (3) 

Crushed  Foot,  Chill, 

Injury  to  buttock. 

British  (8) 

Cut  Finger,  Haemorrhoids, 

Dermatitis,  Peritonitis, 

Suspected  VoD.,  Anxiety, 

Nervous  Dyspepsia,  Pyelitis. 

In  addition  8 seamen  rescued  from  a German  vessel  on  fire  in  the  English 
Channel  were  landed  at  Brisdiamo  There  were  no  casualties <> 
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